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Perl 1.0

●   Perl 1.0 - Dec 1987

●   Written by Larry Wall

●   "Diagonal" Language

●   Text processing

●   Network programming

●   Borrowed ideas from C, awk, sed, shell, etc.
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Early Perl Versions

●   Perl 2.0 - Jun 1988
◆   Introduced regular expressions

●   Perl 3.0 - Oct 1989
◆   Introduced ability to handle binary data

●   Perl 4.0 - Mar 1991
◆   Introduced the Camel book :-)
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Perl 5

●   Released Oct 1994

●   "introduced everything else, including the ability to introduce 
everything else" - Larry Wall

●   Modules, references and objects

●   Regular maintenance and enhancement releases

●   Current version 5.8.4 - Apr 2004

●   Also ongoing maintenance on 5.5.x and 5.6.x
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A few Perl Idioms

●   Lazy boolean evaluation
open FILE, $somefile or die $!;

●   Statement modifiers
print "DEBUG: $var" if $debug;

●   Implicit variables
while (<FILE>) {
  # record in $_
}

●   Putting them together...
open FILE, $somefile of die $!;
while (<FILE>) {
  print if /$search_string/;
}
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The Perl Community

●   Perl Mongers
◆   Hundreds of local Perl user groups
◆   On all continents

❐   (except Antarctica)
◆   Mailing lists, social meetings, technical meetings, conferences
◆   http://www.pm.org/

❐   http://london.pm.org/

●   Yet Another Perl Conference (YAPC)
◆   Grassroots Perl Conference organised by volunteers
◆   Started in Pittsburgh in 1999
◆   2000 - Pittsburgh and London
◆   
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●   Perl Monks
◆   http://perlmonks.org/
◆   Friendly community web site for Perl help and advice

●   Other web sites
◆   http://www.perl.org/ - Perl portal
◆   http://learn.perl.org/ - Beginners site
◆   http://books.perl.org/ - Book reviews and ratings
◆   http://lists.perl.org/ - Mailing lists
◆   http://history.perl.org/ - History of Perl
◆   Many more...

●   The Perl Foundation
◆   Co-ordinates most of the community activity
◆   Holds various Perl copyrights
◆   Raises money and awards grants
◆   http://www.perl-foundation.org/
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CPAN Modules

●   Over 5,000 modules available

●   All Open Source

●   Most with a standard installation procedure
◆   CPAN interface (CPAN.pm) included with Perl

perl -MCPAN -e'install FooBar'

●   Quality "control"
◆   Easier test plans for authors
◆   CPAN testers - automatic testing of new uploads
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●   Database Access - DBI & DBD

●   Template processing - Template Toolkit
◆   (or one of a hundred other tools)

●   XML Parsing - XML::Parser, XML::SAX, XML::LibXML

●   Specialised XML Processing
◆   XML::RSS
◆   RDF::Core or RDF::Simple
◆   XML::FOAF
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Perl Usage

●   Perl is currently used by some of the largest companies in the 
world

●   Perl powers some of the most successful web sites

●   Not just for web sites

●   Data manipulation too

●   Many large banks rely on Perl for data munging
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●   Development of Perl 5 continues

●   Latest major release (5.8) released July 2002

●   Latest minor release (5.8.4) released Apr 2004

●   
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Perl 6

●   "Perl 5 was my rewrite of Perl.  I want Perl 6 to be the 
community's rewrite of Perl" - Larry Wall

●   More later...
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●   Perl isn't just for the web
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